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April 7, 2021 

Planning and EnviroM'lental Branch 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

The U.S. Army Corps ofEngineers, 'Mlmlnglon District (USACE), Is preparing an 
Integrated Feasibility Report with Environmental Assessment (IFR/EA) to evaluate the 
reasibility and impacts of a water storage reallocation for the Philpott Lake and Dam, 
located in Patrick, Franklin and Henry Counties., Virg inia (Figure 1). Philpott Dam is 
localed on the Smith River. crossing the border between Henry and Frankfin Counties in 
Virginia. Construction of Philpott Dam wasauthortzed by the FloOO Control Act or 1944 
(PL 78-534). The authorized project provides for a concrete gravity dam 920 feet long 
wiith a maximum height of220 feet above the streambed, with a lake that stretches 15 
miles l¢ream of the dam on lhe Smith River extending into portions ofHenry, Patrick 
and Franklin Counties. Philpott Lake is operated for flood risk managemenl, generation 
of hydroelectric power. regulation of lowriver flow, and public recreation. water supply 
and environmental stewardship are addttional incidental purposes. The powerhouse 
has a total ilstalled e,,pacity of 15,000 kilowatts. 

The Henry Coooty Public Service Authority (HCPSA) currently operates a state­
approved six mllion gallons per day water supply intake that is located about 3 miles 
downstream of Philpott Dam. The HCPSA has requested water supply 'Storage in 
Philpott Lake to support additional releases for four million gallons per dayof additional 
downstream waler ~ply withdrawals. The water slorage reallocation feasibility study 
was a(jh()r~ed by the Public Law 85-500, Tale Ill, water Supply Act of 1958 (43 USC 
390b; P.L 85-500), as amended. The HCPSA is the local sporisor. 

There are no water supply storage agreements currertty in place for Philpott Lake, 
and there are no special operations for water supply. Releases for flood operations, 
power generation, and low-flows provide sufficient waler for cooent downstream water 
supply withdrawals by HCPSA. However, to meet fut\J"e increased downstream 
wl hdrawals by HCPSA, reservoir storage cll'rentl-J designated for other purposes will 
need to be reallocated to water suppty to allow for increased releases from the dam. 

The Corps is requesting comments from agencies. interest groups and the publ.ic to 
identify significant resources and issues of concern wilh regard to the proposed 
reallocation. Comments received as a result of this scoping letter wil be considered 
during preparation o f the IFR/EA. The EA w ill be prepared in accordance with the 
requirements ofthe National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, as amended, and wil 
address the project's relationslip to all applicable federal and stale laws and Executive 



Orders. Signi0cari resources known to occur in the study area wil be identified 
(incklding socioeconomic, culural, recreational and aesthetic resources} and potential 
impacts on these resoisces will be fuly addressed in the EA. 

lhe EA is being prepared In accordance wlh the requirements or the National 
Environmental Polley Act of 1969, as amended, and wil address the project's 
relati::>nship to al applicable Federal and Slate laws and E:xecutive Orders, Resources 
known to occLr in the study area include- fisheries and benthic reso\l'ces: threatened 
and endangered species. human reso\l'ces (Including socloeconomk:, recreational and 
ae~hetic reso11ces): and cultU'al resources.. Potential impacts to these resources. as 
well as. waler quality, air quallly, and olher resources of slgnttlcance will be fulty 
addressed in the EA. Should there be other issues which you believe should be 
discussed in tile EA, please take this opportunity to bring them to our atteriion. 

A Public Scopilg and Information meeling wil be held on April 19". at 6:00 pm at the 
Henry County Administration Building's 111 Floor Conference Room, 3300 Kilgs 
Mountain Road, MartinsviUe, VA 24112. The meeting can also be vtewed on Facebook 
live accessed through the folowing link: https://fb.meJenfb1 QOeFI, lll)U't provided at 
this meeting and in response to this scoping letter may result in coordinati::m wiih 
individuals or agencies on an as-needed basis to discuss certain issues. In order to 
effectivety address any concerns that are ratsed, we need to have your input no later 
than 30 days from the date of this letter. Any que~ion or input may be provided via 
regular mail (address above). or by email to Mr. Kent Tranter, Project ManagE-r, 
Kent.Tranter@usace.army.mil. 

Sincerely, 

GATWQQD.ELDE o;g;1allysignedby 
GAlWOOO.ELDENJ.1228965177 

N.J.1228965177 Date, 20l10407 19<JS,30-04W-

Elden J. Galwood 
Chief. Planning and 

Environmental Branch 

Enclos<Jre 
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Philpott Lake Dam and Lake 

Figure 1. Phitpott Water Realocation Study Area 
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l11c l,kpart1nc-nl of I hs.lonc Rc:so1u"<.X'S (l)llk) hai; recci~·cd through oort PIX syi,;.h.•nt tl1c 
refor~ced proj,."<1 for our r.,.'>\•ie" and C<lfnmtnl. D.tSed upon il.e ~wue,u.:1.tion proi.·ided. 
DJ-IR conc,n. ,, i!l:1 tlh.-: U.S. 1-\nn) Col'(.'$ of Engi1lceN' deternii1H1.tion 1ha1 no •is.tor.: 
properties will be all'cdcd by lhc prop~ cd undcruking, 

lmplcs.ne1naio1l ofthe Ul)~tl:tl..ing iJl 3CCOl'dl.llC¢ with the finding oLVo1-//$t(;f'IC Propen,es 
i(ffecred as documented fullills ti~ Feder.ti agency's rc:-1)()n.sil)ilili~-s m1~rSeelion 106 ofthe 
Nntion:,l Historic Prcs.:-r\'ation Act. Iffor :my reason the unckrt.aki11g is not orc:mnot be 
1.-ondu:ted :is proposed in tl1 ,: lindin& o:,nsulunion under Scc11on 106 11111st bereopened. 

'lhanl.. you ror your con...;.idc-m1ion ofhinoricrcsourcC$. If you han! nny qucsri.)ns or if we m:iy 
pro\'-idc any further assis1ru1ce n.1 this time. pt:aw do uOl hcsibh.~ toconta.<.1 nw. 

Rcg.'l.rds, 

l)ivi~p,)n ofReview llnJ Co111plia11.:c 

Phone: (804) 482-608t 

https://Feder.ti



